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ISLAMABAD -- Thousands of
Pakistani Islamists burned effigies
of Queen Elizabeth and Salman
Rushdie Friday as the country's
parliament renewed a call for
Britain to withdraw the novelist's
knighthood.
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Demonstrators took to the streets in
several cities amid growing anger at
Britain's decision to honor the author
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The protestors chanted that they backed comments made in parliament Monday by
religious affairs minister ljaz-ul Haq that Rushdie's knighthood justified suicide bombings.
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A legislator from the party of exiled former premier Nawaz Sharif called for Rushdie to be
murdered. "Whosoever kills him will be the hero of Muslims," Khwaja Saad Rafiq told the
assembly.

Pakistani traders offered a reward of 10 million rupees ($165,000) late Thursday for
anyone who beheads Rushdie, while a group of Islamic scholars awarded Osama Bin
Laden their highest honor in a tit-for-tat move.

Iran's clerical regime sentenced Rushdie to death in 1989.
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chanted "Curse Rushdie, Long Live Osama" in the northwestern city of Peshawar.


Pakistanis protest against Rushdie knighthood - Your World - Middle Ea...  http://www.metimes.com/storyview.php?StoryID=20070622-105037-1560r

20f2 6/26/2007 1:42 AM



