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 Jamiat shoves Imran into police hands

Bid to mobilise Punjab University students foiled

By Khalid Khattak & Zubair Azam

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan was 
arrested by police on Wednesday as he emerged from hiding to 
mobilise students' support at the Punjab University New Campus 
against the imposition of emergency. 

Activists of the Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) student wing Islami 
Jamiat-e-Tulba and PU administration were instrumental in foiling the 

bid of the cricketer-turned politician to drum up some support for the anti-government protest. 

Imran, attracting scores of charged students, was whisked away from the campus, manhandled and forcefully 
detained by the IJT activists inside the building of Centre for High Energy Physics (CHEP), before the PU 
administration handed him over to the police authorities outside the varsity premises. 

Imran had announced to start the movement from the PU after strong assurance of IJT support from his ally
(JI) in the All Parties Democratic Movement (APDM) Qazi Hussain Ahmed, chief patron of IJT and the head of 
JI and MMA. 

In an eventful day, Imran's sudden appearance galvanised the protesting students into action who started to 
flock to the politician and chanting slogans of 'Go Musharraf Go'. The procession gained momentum and 
Imran was lifted onto the shoulders of the students then pushed inside CHEP building by IJT students. 

IJT varsity head had earlier aired vibes of disapproval regarding Imran's decision to lead a student rally from 
the PU, stating Imran would not be welcome to the varsity. The protesting students and media flocked to the 
building in the morning while only some pro-IJT teachers were allowed to enter the premises by the students 
(IJT members). 

The IJT, which had gathered support from other city institutions as well, also fired crackers around the 
building to disperse the swelling crowd of the students. Some supporters of Imran and students were brutally 
manhandled by the IJT members besides roughing up the foreign and local journalists who demanded that 
they should be allowed to talk with Imran.

The detention drama dragged on till 12:00 pm, for almost an hour, during which plain clothed security 
personnel also reached the spot. Later, a PU van (LRC-526) was brought to the entrance gate of the building 
and Imran was bundled into the vehicle. 

The IJT activists made a protective chain around the van to stop journalists from interaction with Imran. 
Accompanied by two PU professors, Imran was taken to Gate No. 1, amid silent protest of students, where 
awaiting police team arrested Imran. 

JI Information Secretary Amir-ul-Azeem, who appeared at the scene after Imran had been taken away, was 
brushed aside by IJT activists while chanting slogans against JI leaders including Qazi Hussain Ahmed. The 
IJT members said they would not allow any politician to damage the atmosphere of the varsity.

PU Registrar Naeem Khan said the administration did not invite Imran Khan whereas some professors only 
facilitated the exit of a person wanted by the state. However, he shied away when asked why JI information
secretary Ameer-ur-Azeem, who is also wanted by the police, was not handed over. 
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It merits a mention that the PU administration renounced any link with the IJT and JI but acting Vice 
Chancellor Prof Dr Muhammad Arif Butt was an office-bearer of the IJT. Though IJT claims being an 
independent body, its patron-ship by the JI is well known, as the IJT serves as a breeding ground of future 
political leaders of the JI.

Present Vice head of JI, Liaqat Baloch and many others, held the rank of PU IJT head during their student 
life. Sources within the JI disclosed that IJT had received specific instructions by the JI command to roughen 
up the PTI leader, for publicly denouncing Maulana Fazlur Rehman, head of JUI, a coalition partner in the 
religious conglomeration of MMA.

Despite open assurance of support, Qazi Hussain Ahmed and IJT members, are wary of Imran's popularity 
within the youth and were afraid that IJT's hegemony as the sole power in PU might be at stake after Imran's 
rally on Wednesday.

The MMA has been severely criticized in the past for supporting the regime by underhand deals with the 
government besides remaining in coalition government in Balochistan with the ruling PML. 

Agencies add: Talking to AFP, Imran said "I came to the university to lead a rally of students against the 
dictator Musharraf and his illegal actions." "I have achieved my purpose. I have started the student 
movement."

Police said Imran would be charged under anti-terrorism laws. "He will be charged under the anti-terrorism 
act," Lahore police chief Malik Mohammad Iqbal said. "Through his speeches he has been inciting people to 
pick up arms, he has been calling for civil disobedience, he was spreading hatred," Iqbal said.

Meanwhile, Jamaat-e-Islami condemned the arrest of Imran Khan. In a joint statement, Secretary General 
Syed Munawar Hassan, JI Naib Amir Liaqat Baloch, former president PU student union Hafiz Muhammad 
Idrees, Deputy Secretary General, Punjab Farid Ahmad Paracha and JI leader Ameer ul Azeem said it was an 
attempt to quell the struggle.

Showing solidarity with Imran Khan, the JI leaders expressed their resolve to fight against anti-democratic 
elements in the country. Meanwhile, taking notice of the incident in which some university's students 
misbehaved with Imran Khan, JI Chief Qazi Hussain Ahmad constituted a committee to probe the matter. 
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Soomro appointed caretaker PM
ISLAMABAD: President General Pervez Musharraf on Thursday appointed Senate
Chairman Mohammadmian Soomro as caretaker prime minister. 

Soomro takes oath under the Provisional Constitution Order (PCO) toda.....more

68 ex-ministers do not want Aziz back as PM
ISLAMABAD: As the sun set on his unexpectedly long tenure as prime minister, only
two cabinet colleagues of the outgoing prime minister Shaukat Aziz wished he may 
become the PM again after the elections. The ot.....more

If Musharraf falls����
WASHINGTON: Almost two weeks into Pakistan�s political crisis, Bush administration

officials are losing faith that the Pakistani president, Gen Pervez Musharraf, can survive
in office and have begun discussing.....more
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COAS Musharraf authorises
ISLAMABAD : Army chief General Pervez Musharraf on Thursday amended the PCO to
authorise President Pervez Musharraf to lift the emergency, whenever he wanted.

Previously the powers were with the Army chi.....more

30 more die in Shangla, Swat clashes
PESHAWAR/MINGORA: Thirty more people, including four civilians, were killed and
more than 70 others injured - 50 of them civilians - as security forces continued

bombing suspected militants� hideouts in Shangla.....more

A lame-duck NA which left no mark
ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly died an ironic natural death on Thursday, five years
after it was born, as its last act was passing a resolution to suspend the constitution.

The last resolution it passe.....more

Election schedule drawn up
ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has drawn a blueprint of schedule
for elections for the national and provincial assemblies and according to the plan 26 days 
will be given for electioneering.....more

SC will take 10 days to decide Musharraf case: AG
ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court would not take more than ten days to give its judgment

in General Musharraf�s eligibility petitions, said Attorney General Malik Muhammad

Qayyum here on Thursday. �As the pe.....more

Govt orders release of all political prisoners
ISLAMABAD : The federal government has asked the provincial governments to release all
political workers arrested in recent demonstrations against the government.

Cases against these political workers wh.....more

Speaker thinks NA did very well
ISLAMABAD: Though the outgoing National Assembly expired without fanfare with little or
no milestones to be proud of, its outgoing Speaker Chaudhry Amir Hussain believes

otherwise. �Its performance can be matc.....more

Three gunned down in Lyari gunbattle
KARACHI: Two boys and a middle-aged man were killed on Thursday when gunfire
erupted in Lyari during rallies by supporters of former prime minister Benazir Bhutto, police 
said. In the violent protest, two armou.....more

SC suspends sentences in CJ manhandling case
ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Thursday suspended the operation of sentences
awarded to Islamabad's former police and administration officials who were convicted on 
manhandling the deposed Chief Justice Iftikh.....more
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Benazir calls for national govt
ISLAMABAD: Former prime minister Benazir Bhutto called on Thursday on opposition
parties to form a national unity government to replace President Pervez Musharraf and 
steer Pakistan toward free elections, but s.....more

Army chief cannot impose emergency, SC told
ISLAMABAD: The counsel for a petitioner challenging the imposition of emergency on
Thursday submitted before the full court of the Supreme Court that on the ground of the 
law of necessity, the imposition of eme.....more

Abida denied stay in police station, house arrested
ISLAMABAD: Against her wishes, PPP leader from Jhang, Syeda Abida Hussain has been
shifted to her house, though she wanted to stay in a police station along with other PPP 
leaders. 

An extended high dram.....more

Amnesty petitions Pakistan over human rights
LONDON: Amnesty International on Thursday handed in a petition to the Pakistani
embassy in London demanding an end to the country's "assault on human rights and 
justice", during a day of international action.more

APNS, CPNE, PFUJ call for repeal of ����draconian���� amendments
ISLAMABAD: The three leading associations representing the print media in Pakistan � the

All Pakistan Newspapers Society (APNS), Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors (CPNE)
and Pakistan Federal Union of Journa.....more

Efforts to derail system thwarted: Musharraf
ISLAMABAD: President Gen Pervez Musharraf on Thursday said he has thwarted efforts to
derail the democratic system and re-emphasised the resolve to hold the general elections 
in a free, fair and transparent man.....more

BB rejects caretaker set-up
ISLAMABAD: Benazir Bhutto-led Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) has discarded the caretaker
government and called it an administration that has no sanction of any major political party 
of the country. Raja Pervez As.....more

More than 500 militants operating in NWFP: DG ISPR
ISLAMABAD: There are 500 to 700 militants operating in small groups in different troubled
areas of the NWF. Director General Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Major General 
Waheed Arshad told a private tel.....more

briefs..
Benazir released 

ISLAMABAD: The Punjab government released PPP Chairperson Benazir Bhutto on 
Thursday night. It has also been decided to release Asma Jehangir and other women.

Pak politic.....more
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